
By Philip A. McCombs 

WMfcln*Mn i**tt Staff Wrlt*r 

UJ, District Judge John 
Lewis Smith Jr. 1ms declared 
illegal four wiretaps by the 
government of telephone con- 
versations involving Yippte 
leader Abbie Hoffman. 

The wiretaps, described by 
the government as national se- 
curity wiretaps authorized by 
Attorney General John N. 
Mitchell at the request of TOT 
Director J. Edgar Hoover, 
were used by the government 
to obtain an indictment against . 
Hoftmin for allegedly assault- 
ling: a police officer and incit- 
ing a riot during the Mayday 
antiwar demonstrations here 
this year. 


sklent domestic organizations 
in the same,m*neer as it does 
with hostile foreign powers," 
wrote Smith in his 10-page 
opinion issued Tuesday. 

Smith said he found "not 
compelling” the government 
argument that “foreign and 
domestic affairs are inextrica- 
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Smith found that the Wire- 
taps, for which no judicial 
warrant, had been obtained by 
the government, violated Hoff- 
man’s Fourth Amendment 
rights against unreasonable 
ae#riiM' '«ndeei|nvtod . 

The result of Smith’s finding 
is that Hoffman must be al- 
lowed to see transcripts of the 
conversations two days before 
his trial here on the charges 
In the indictment 
The central wiretap . issue, 
however— -whether the Nixon 
administration can, as it 
claims, legally make wiretaps 
on domestic radicals without 
a court order on national se- 
curity grounds— remains to he 
decided in a case before the 
Supreme Court. 
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